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artisans, whose wages, if computed at 50 roubles a month, would 
give 1,704,600 roubles in the year as the cost of the work com- 
pleted by them. 

EXPORTS AND IMPORTS. 

The following table shows the exports and imports from Odessa 
for nine years : — 

Value of Exports Value of Imports 

in Roubles. in Roubles. 

1824 13,039,573 6,946,714 

1S25 20,029,370 5,801,012 

1826 14,711.834 5,879,504 

1827 18,479,852 10,185,367 

1828 1.248,543 5,735,235 

1829 6,408,260 5,415,463 

1830 30,214,802 10,505,219 

1831 18,985,666 9,749,716 

1832 24,763,703 12,837,841 



Total 147,881 ,603 73,056,076 



April 20, 1835. 

Lieut.-Col. Sykes, Vice-President, in the Chair. 

George Bush, Esq., of St. Mildred's Court, Poultry; Charles 
William Christie, Esq., of Lincoln's-Inn ; Charles Graham, Esq., 
of Upper Belgrave Place ; William Smith O'Brien, Esq., M.P., of 
Cahirmoyle, Limerick ; and Fletcher Webb Smith, Esq., of Black- 
heath, Kent, were elected Fellows of this Society. 

An appendix by Lieut. Col. Sykes to his paper on the In- 
crease of Wealth and Expenditure, was read. 

The Author states that since the writing of the former paper, 
the returns of the exports and imports, of custom duties, and of 
the vessels employed in the foreign and coasting trades of the 
United Kingdom for the year ending 5th January 1835, as com- 
pared with those of the preceding year, have been received, and 
that they both confirm and extend the facts previously detailed. It 
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appears that the increase in the number of British vessels employed 
in foreign commerce between the 5th January 1834, and the 5th 
January 1835, was 689 ships, of a tonnage of 108,562 tons, value 
1,411,356/., and, in regard to the coasting trade, that the increase 
in the same period was 5,574 ships of 474,379 tons, value at 8/. 
per ton, 3,795,032?. The net receipts of the custom duties on 
the 5th January 1835, and 5th January 1834, were respectively 
19,931,687/. and 17,577,549 — the increase in one (the former) 
year being, therefore, 2,354,138/.* By the above returns we are 
enabled to estimate the capital embarked in the shipping of the 
United Kingdom. In the year ending the 5th January 1835, 
there cleared inwards 11,678 British vessels employed in the 
foreign trade of a tonnage of 2,108,492 tons, which at 1 21. per ton, 
gives a capital embarked in them of 25,301,904/. In the same 
twelvemonths 122,440 vessels of a tonnage of 9,874,715 tons em- 
ployed in the coasting trade, entered inwards. Valuing these at 
8/. per ton, we have a capital embarked of 78,997,720/. : little 
value, however, can be attached to this computation, inasmuch as 
the same vessels may have entered the ports more than once in 
the year. Finally, the declared value of the British and Irish 
manufactures exported in 1834, rose from 34,489,384/. on the 
5th January 1834, to 36,541,926/. on the 5th January 1835. 
The disposable surplus balance of the public revenue for the year 
ending 5th January 1835, was 1,608,155/., after payment of all 
charges. 

The reading of Mr. Drinkwater's paper on the Statistics of 
Venice was then resumed and concluded. 

The work contains some tables relative to the population, 
commerce, and revenues of Venice in the 15th century, but is 
chiefly filled with statistical information referring to the year 1 823, 
which has been derived from official documents, to which the 
author had access. The accounts are not stated in Austrian 
Lire, which is the present Venetian currency, but in Italian Lire, 
each of which is equivalent to the French franc, or 9|rf. English, 
at the usual exchange. The superficial measures are given in 



* Some part of this increase is attributable to the transfer of Tea from the 
Excise to the Customs. 
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Toruature, a Tornatura being identical with the French Are, 607 
of which nearly equal 1 5 imperial acres. The mile spoken of is the 
geographical mile of 60 to a degree. 

Topography. — The Venetian territory consists of eight provinces, 
divided into 93 districts, which contain 814 townships, again sub- 
divided into 3,483 sections. It comprises 6,902 geographical 
square miles : its longest diameter is 125 miles, and its shortest 
112. The country is distributed in the following divisions : 

. Arable 747,261 Tomalurc. 

,. \ Meadows 136,704 

, , ./Pastures 52,290 

Lands. | Riec gI . ounds l7j82] 

'-Woods 37,571 

" Capable of Cultivation 51,274 



Val,CyS- { Marshes 63,202 

Hills 186,8311 

Mountains ..591,164/ ui,jvo 

Barren Wastes 4S6,947 



Total surface 2,371,071 Toruature. 

Roads. — There are 723 miles of Royal roads, maintained at 
an annual expense to the state of 890,000 lire. There are 
besides 1,922 miles of main township roads, and 3,806 inferior 
township roads, whose length is not stated, which are maintained 
by the townships chiefly benefitted by them. These do not in- 
clude 2,108 streets in Venice. 

Bridges. — The state maintains 77 Bridges of wood and 401 of 
stone ; there are also 369 main township stone bridges, and 263 
wooden, besides 3,833 smaller ones. Venice in addition contains 
36 wooden and 270 stone bridges, besides 80 private ones. The 
annual township expenditure on the roads and bridges is 370,000 
lire. 

Waters. — The author's statement on this head are only rough 
approximations. There are 40 navigable rivers, costing the 
state 1,235,749 lire annually, and 56 not navigable, costing 
35,488 lire. Also 8,374 lire are yearly laid out on 1 60 streamlets. 
There are 203 navigable canals and 40 not navigable, besides 
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147 canals in Venice, maintained by the city at the yearly cost of 
1,500 lire; but the two principal Venetian canals are kept up by 
the government, and the estimates for them included amongst the 
lagunes. The total sum yearly expended by the state on its waters 
is 1,520,000 lire : the township annual expenditure under this 
head is 50,000 lire, exclusive of the canals of Venice, the estimates 
for which are mixed up with those for the streets, amounting toge- 
ther to 190,000 lire. To protect their lands from damages by 
floods, the landholders have formed 145 companies, comprising 
73,119 proprietors, who expend yearly 939,035 lire for this pur- 
pose. There are 17 fresh water lakes, and 3 great lagunes or salt 
water lakes, which last cover 428 square miles, including the 
two great Venice canals. The outlay on them in 1823 was 292,000 
lire. The following is a summary of the annual average expen- 
diture on the roads and waters : 

Government expenditure , 3,200,000 

Township do 420,000 

City of Venicedo 190,000 

Private Companies , 940,000 



4,750,000 lire. 

Extraordinary expenditure in 1824 carried this sum to 
7,650,000 lire. 

POPULATION. 

In tlie 8 chief cities 242,456 

In the 87 chief district towns 382,984 

In the rest of the country 1,268,997 

Total ] ,894,437 

In 1812 the population was 1,913,986. 

The average number of inhabitants to a square mile is 274. 
There are 397,098 families dwelling in 362,854 houses, which 
gives 477 persons to every 100 families, and 522 persons to every 
100 houses. 

Every male between 14 and 60 not afflicted with habitual dis- 
ease and living without the city, pays a poll-tax. The number so 
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taxed is 409,118. The city inhabitants are taxed separately. 
There are 3,222 nobles, or 1 in 587 inhabitants ; 14,955 persons 
officially employed, or 1 in 120 persons : of these 3,581 or nearly 
one-fourth are paid nothing. There are 6,506, pensionaries, or 
1 in 291, more than half of whom belonged to suppressed monas- 
teries. The students at the public schools and universities are 
70,149, being one-twenty-seventh part of the whole. The legal 
profession reckons 765 members, the medical 2,044, the clerical 
8,770, being respectively 1 in 2,476, 1 in 926, and 1 in 216. 

There are 51,651 merchants and dealers, 97,991 artisans, 
800,512 agriculturists, and 16,288 boatmen, mariners and fisher- 
men. The poor amount to 70,961, or one-twenty- seventh of the 
population ; of these 5,894 are foundlings, being 1 in 321 ; but 
this number probably requires modification, as it is suspected that 
the Tyrol furnishes some of the foundlings. In 1 823 there were 
1,718 foundlings, and 85,161 births, being in the proportion of 
1 to 48. 

There are 2,329 persons in prison, or one in 815 : this number 
has fallen off by one-third since 1818, when it was 3,699, or one 
in 515. 

The mountainous province of Belluno affords the smallest pro- 
portion of imprisoned convicts, and Verona the greatest. In 
1818 Verona was one of the best conditioned provinces in this 
respect, and Vicenza the worst, but these two provinces have 
since nearly exchanged places. 

The average excess of births above deaths in the 5 years, 
from 1819 to 1824, was 17,048, but the famine and pestilence of 
1816 and 1817 caused the deaths to exceed the births in the 
former year by 1 1 ,904, and in the latter by 67,221 . In the 5 years 
from 1814 to 1819, the population decreased 89,029 persons, 
being one-twenty-second part of the population. 

The rural population of 1 ,268,997 contains 823 more males than 
females, and the town population of 625,440, gives 22,272 more 
females than males. The average of 5 years from 1819 to 1824, 
makes one birth in 23 inhabitants, one death in 29, one marriage 
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in 108. The register of deaths includes the still-born. The least 
annual number of marriages was in the famine year of 1 81 7, when 
they were one in 176, and the greatest in 1819, when they were 
one in 93 persons. One-eighth of all who are born, die on the 
day of their birth ; one-fifth within the month ; one-third within 
the year, and one-half before their tenth year. 

Political Administration. — Venice is united with Lombardy into 
the Lombardo- Venetian kingdom, which was formed in April 1815. 
The administration is conducted by a viceroy and two governors, 
— royal provincial delegates, — royal district commissioners and 
township authorities. The viceroy resides alternately at Venice 
and Milan, at each of which cities also a governor constantly re- 
sides. Royal provincial delegates are attached to each of the 
provinces, of which Venice has 8, and Lombardy 9 ; they receive 
the orders of the governors, and communicate them to the royal 
district commissioners, a set of whom exist in each district, Venice 
being divided into 93 districts, and Lombardy into 127. These 
commissioners either execute the orders themselves, or cause them 
to be executed by the township authorities. The principal townships 
are represented by a council of a fixed number of proprietors and 
merchants, and the smaller townships by all their proprietors. 
The executive administration is entrusted to the notables of each 
township, who in the principal cities form what is called a muni- 
cipal assembly, and in the others a deputation. The president 
of each assembly is termed a Podesta, and is selected by the go- 
vernment out of three persons named by the councils. The rest 
of the officers are elected by the general assembly of each town- 
ship, subject to the approval of the supreme authority. All the 
Podestas, but those of Venice and Milan, act gratuitously. The 
respective powers of these various bodies are defined by the 
patents of the 12th February, and 4th April, 1816. 

There are two central colleges, one situated in Milan, the other 
in Venice, independent of provincial colleges. The members of 
these bodies are elected for six years, and act in the way of advice to 
the supreme authority, and represent the people, the nobility, and 
the royal cities, being proposed by the several provinces, and con- 
firmed by the emperor. Each central college is presided over by 
the governor, and the provincial colleges by the royal delegates. 
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The central political department consists of offices of police, 
censorship, quarantine, census, public works, captaincy of the port 
and record. The central revenue department comprises the offices 
of the treasury, taxes, customs, post-office, mint, lottery, insurance, 
woods and domains, pensions, herald college and feudal claims. 

The central offices give employment to 1,050 persons, and cost 
annually 2,092,415 lire. 

The provincial political offices are, the royal delegations, col- 
leges, police and censorship, census, district commissioners, public 
instruction, civil engineers, and executive justice. The provincial 
revenue offices are divided into the duties, domains, posts, and 
mines. 3,097 persons are employed in these offices at an annual 
expense of 3,954,319. 

Besides the above there are 300 gend'armes in the province of 
Venice, 769 other police officers in the country, and 299 gaolers, 
maintained at the cost of 803,425 lire. 

There are two houses of correction at Venice, and one at Padua, 
together capable of containing 2,200 prisoners, but actually 
containing 999. There are, besides, 548 provincial prisons, 
large enough to hold 4,874 persons, but actually holding 1,330. 
This number is exclusive of those condemned to carcere durissimo, 
who are confined at Mantua. The average yearly expense of 
these establishments is 922,000 lire. 

The provincial and township administrations employ altogether 
3,581 honorary and 3,400 stipendiary officers, at an annual cost 
of 650,000 lire. 

The total number of offences of police and misdemeanours that 
came under the cognizance of the tribunals in 1823 was 17,103. 
Of these 1,895 were offences not contemplated by the code, and 
15,208 offences against its provisions. The former of these 
classes was not registered before 1822, when they were 1,520, 
the latter in 1817 were only 13,152. The author, however, states 
that this increase is owing more to an increased activity of police, 
than to greater depravity. 



Sir! 

The object of the feudal commission is to form a catalogue of, 
and award compensation to the feudatories for the loss of their 
privileges. The feudatories, who are supposed to amount to 1 ,000, 
exist principally in the province of Friuli, and in 1817 came under 
the jurisdiction of this commission, which was issued for the 
purpose of reducing them to the condition of simple proprietors, 
and paying them for the loss of their peculiar privileges. 

Judicial Administration. — The city of Venice contains three 
courts of first resort, one for civil, one for criminal, and the third 
specially for mercantile causes. This last court has jurisdiction 
over the whole kindom for maritime causes, but for simple matters 
of commerce, its power is confined to the province of Venice. The 
capital of every other province has a court, which tries civil, 
criminal and mercantile cases ; and one member of each of these 
tribunals, with the title of town prefecture, disposes of civil causes 
of minor importance. There were two such prefectures in Venice, 
and 81 in the provinces, in 1823, but 12 of them have been since 
suppressed. These prefectures never pronounce judgment, this 
duty being performed by the respective courts in the capital of 
each province. 

From these courts an appeal lies in civil cases to Venice, and 
from thence in case of division of opinion to Verona. Criminal 
cases mav so from the courts of 1st instance, to the courts of 
appeal ; and for misdemeanours, and offences against the police, 
the appeal lies to the governor. 

Before the reduction of the 1 2 prefectures, the total number of 
courts was 102, viz. : the court of revision at Verona, of appeal at 
Venice, 10 civil, criminal, and mercantile courts, 81 prefectures, 
and 9 police courts. 

1,198 persons hold offices connected with the tribunals, costing 
annually 2,763,259 lire. 

The capital of every province contains a notarial record office : 
the annual expense attending them is 54,000 lire, of which 31,000 
lire are defrayed from taxes which they collect. 



The regulations of these tribunals are comprised in the Austrian 
civil code of 1st June 1811, which contains the law of real and 
personal property. 

The commercial law is that established in the kingdom of Italy 
in 1808. Some regulations of the civil procedure are contained 
in the Austrian law of 1803, proclaimed in Venice in 1815. 

The Austrian criminal code of 1803 was proclaimed in Venice 
in 1815. 

The courts of first resort generally try 24,000 civil cases 
annually, and the prefectures 48,000. 

The following table shows the criminal offences for three years : 



1817 



1822 



1823 



Murder 

Rape 

Robbery 

Theft 

False Money 

Abuse of office . . 
Miscellaneous . . 

Total 



80 


84 


48 


53 


31 


38 


641 


355 


258 


4,784 


1,958 


1,833 


84 


20 


3 


79 


13 


17 


1,109 


1,140 


808 


6,7S0 


601 


3,005 



May 18, 1835. 

Henry Hallam, Esq., F.R.S., Treasurer, in the Chair. 

Pierce Mahony, Esq., of Merion-square, Dublin, and Thomas 
Borrett, Esq., of Queen Anne-street, were elected Fellows of this 
Society. 

A letter from Henry Hallam, Esq., F.R.S., G.S., V.P.S.A., 
to the Secretary, giving an account of Regulations enacted by 
the Magistrates of Ypres, for the maintenance of the poor in the 
year 1530, was read. 

After remarking that it seems within the province of the Statis- 
tical Society to collect such information from the history of past 
Vol. i. * 



Page 22, Hue 4, for 82, read 83. 
,. — ,.28, for 29, read 39. 
..26, .. 31-32, for the author, read Signor Quadri, 
..33, .. 20, for 601, read 3601. 
. . 49, . , 12, for 1,795,640, read 1,794,640. 



